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A Special meeting of the Southern Workforce Development Area’s Local Elected Officials Board
of Directors was held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025, at the Southern Workforce Board Office,
3202 W. University Blvd., in Durant, Oklahoma.

Item No. 1 — Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chris Duroy at approximately 11:00 a.m. It was noted that a
quorum was present. Chris Duroy welcomed everyone.

Those present are as follows:
Brandon Carr, Bryan County Commissioner
Joe McReynolds, Carter County Commissioner
Chris Duroy, Marshall County Commissioner
Roy Dean Scott, Choctaw County
Tina Foshee-Thomas, McCurtain County Commissioner
Mike Niblett, Johnston County Commissioner
Stacy Rushing, Love County Commissioner
Randy Chandler, Garvin County Commissioner
Jeremy Bullard, Latimer County Commissioner

Members not present:
Ross Selman, Pittsburg County Commissioner
Jesse Dunlap, Atoka County Commissioner
Kelly Campbell, Coal County Commissioner
Victor Bolen, Pontotoc County Commissioner
Colt Williams, Murray County Commissioner
Jamie Oliver, LeFlore County Commissioner
John Roberts, Pushmataha County Commissioner

Item No. 2 — Introduction of Guests

Guests in attendance were:
There were none.



Staff in attendance were:
Kerry Manning, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Karen Davidson, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Gail Armstrong, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Beth Parker, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.

Item No. 3 — Working Lunch
Item No. 4. Discussion/Approval of Minutes

Chris said the minutes had been emailed out to everyone and asked if there were any
modifications. A motion was made by Mike Niblett and seconded by Joe McReynolds to approve
the minutes of 6-11-24 as presented. The motion passed.

Item No. 5 — Discussion/Action Financials.

Gail Armstrong presented the financial report as of June 30, 2025. She reviewed the document,
noting that the first page contains a summary. These were preliminary numbers at this time. Will
have more to be accrued back to the end of 6/30/25. She reported that we are meeting all
requirements. A motion to accept the financials as presented for June 30, 2025, was made by
Mike Niblett and seconded by Jeremy Bullard. The motion passed unanimously.

Item No. 6 — Discussion/Action on PY25 Budget

Gail Armstrong reported that the budget has decreased from $4.9 million to $3.8 million. The
state's new requirement of spending 70% on the first year of the two-year grant will result in
less carryover than in the past. Jeremy Bullard made a motion to approve the PY 25 Budget as
presented, and Tina Foshee-Thomas seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Item No. 7 — Discussion on State Monitoring Report

Kerry Manning explained that we had submitted the requested information and received an all-
clear report. Once we get the final report from the State, it will be sent out. No action needed.

Item No. 8 — Discussion/Action on Potential Consolidation or Absorption of Local Boards

Kerry Manning distributed the proposed draft map of the eastern half, showing what counties
would be included if we were to go with the Green Country board area. Kerry Manning explained
that at this time, it proposes that Garvin County go with the COWIB board area. Mr. Chandler
said he would prefer to stay with Southern. Manning handed out a comparison chart that
explained the difference in absorption and consolidation process. After some discussion, Kerry
Manning was to speak to the Green Country Executive Director, and each county commissioner
was going to talk to the other commissioners in that area to see if they were interested in
absorbing with Southern. A motion was made by Mike Niblett, and Jermy Bullard seconded the
motion to proceed with absorption, not consolidation, with the Green Country area. The motion
passed unanimously.



Item No. 9 - Report on EEO update

Karen Davidson said there were no EEO claims to report at this time.

Item No. 10 — Discussion on LEO Training Topics

Gail Armstrong explained what the requirements were for all funding grants.

Item No. 11 — Discussion/Action on Appointment or Reappointment of SWB Members

Kerry Manning went over the list of upcoming reappointments and asked that all be reappointed.
Chris Duroy explained that he could not attend the meetings due to a conflicting meeting and
asked for a replacement for his seat. Stacy Rushing made a motion, and Jeremy Bullard seconded
the motion to replace Chris Duroy with Mike Niblett and accept all other reappointments. The
motion passed unanimously.

Item No. 12 - New Business

None.

Item No. 13 - Adjournment -

Tina Foshee-Thomas and Stacy Rushing made a motion to adjourn, seconded.

Approved 12-10-2025

/o

Chris Duroy, Chairnfan




