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Southern Oklahoma Local Elected Officials
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Minutes
6-12-24

A meeting of the Southern Workforce Development Area’s Local Elected Officials Board of
Directors was held Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at the Southern Workforce Board Office, 3202 W.
University Blvd., in Durant, Oklahoma.

Item No. 1 - Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Tony Simmons at approximately 11:00 a.m. It was noted a
quorum was present. Tony Simmons welcomed everyone.

Those present are as follows:
Tony Simmons, Bryan County Commissioner
Joe McReynolds, Carter County Commissioner
Chris Duroy, Marshall County Commissioner
Stacy Rushing, Love County Commissioner
Jesse Dunlap, Atoka County Commissioner
Jeremy Bullard, Latimer County Commissioner
Tina Foshee-Thomas, McCurtain County Commissioner
John Roberts, Pushmataha County Commissioner
Randy Chandler, Garvin County Commissioner
Victor Bolen, Pontotoc County Commissioner
Roy Dean Scott, Choctaw County

Members not present:
Jamie Oliver, LeFlore County Commissioner
Mike Niblett, Johnston County Commissioner
Colt Williams, Murray County Commissioner
Ross Selman, Pittsburg County Commissioner
Kelly Campbell, Coal County Commissioner

Item No. 2 — Introduction of Guests
Staff/Guest in attendance were:

Kerry Manning, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Karen Davidson, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.



Gail Armstrong, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Beth Parker, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Nicole Lovitt, John Roberts’ secretary

Item No. 3 — Working Lunch
Item No. 4. Discussion/Approval of Minutes

Kerry Manning said the minutes had been emailed out to everyone. A motion was made by Chris
Duroy and seconded by Jeremy Bullard to approve the March 12, 2024, minutes. The motion
was approved by the following Jesse Duniap, Joe McReynolds, Roy Dean Scott, Jeremy Bullard,
Stacy Rushing, Chris Duroy, Tina Foshee-Thomas, and John Roberts. Victor Bolen and Randy
abstained.

Item No. 5 - Discussion/Action Financials as of April 30, 2024

Gail Armstrong explained the first page was a summary page. She also explained we were 67%
spent at this time due to the change that occurred in October by giving the dollars to the service
provider. But with DWFS starting the work experience that will get closer to what it needs to be.
A total of 312 clients have received direct cost. A motion to accept the Financials as of April 30,
2024, was made by Chris Duroy and Jeremy Bullard seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

Item No. 6 — Discussion/Action on One-Stop-Operator Recommendation in Coordination with
SWB

Kerry Manning explained we are required to have a Request for Proposal to do the One-Stop-
Operator and Northeast Workforce Development Board handle the process. We were the only
proposal received. She distributed the evaluation summary showing the total points received.
We will now send it to the OESC State office for approval. A motion to accept and send our
proposal to the State was made by Stacy Rushing and Tina Foshee-Thomas seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

item No. 7 — Discussion on LEO Training Topics

Kerry Manning distributed a list of the LEO responsibilities and asked everyone to decide what
they wanted to prioritize to be trained on at the next couple of meetings. The main one was on
Budgeting and break it down by each funding category. Next was how the funds are allocated.

Item No. 8 — Discussion/Action on PY 24 Budget

Gail Armstrong presented the proposed PY 24 Budget based on the allocation from the State.
We were told the State received a 1.3 million dollar cut which then comes down to each area.
We are projecting approximately a 20% reduction. This amounts to almost 400,000 dollars from
last year. This will be presented to the SWB Board at the 6/26/24 meeting for their approval as
well. Should there be any changes we would need you to approve that. A motion to approve the



proposed budget presented with giving Tony Simmons, CLEO, authority to sign a revised budget
if that occurs was made by Jesse Dunlap and Victor Bolen seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously.

Item No. 9 - Discussion/Action on SWB Member Appointments and/or Re-Appointment

Kerry Manning went over the list of the members that are expiring at this time and needed to be
reappointed. A motion to reappoint the list as presented was made by Stacy Rushing and
seconded by Joe McReynolds. This makes our total of board members 25 because Kay Watson
resigned from the SWB board.

Item No. 10 — Old Business
None.

Item No. 11 — New Business

Karen Davidson explained she is to give an EEO report to the LEO board and that there were no
incidents at this time to report.

Kerry Manning reported Tony Simmons will be leaving at our next meeting, and we would need
to elect a new slate of officers that will be on the next agenda. Please think about who you want
to be the chair and vice-chair.

Item No. 12 —Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Joe McReynolds and Stacy Rushing seconded.

Approved on 8<Y-24
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Tony Siy(mohns, Chairman




