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Southern Oklahoma Local Elected Officials
Board of Directors Meeting

Minutes
8-7-24

A Special meeting of the Southern Workforce Development Area’s Local Elected Officials Board

of Directors was held Wednesday, August 7, 2024, at the Southern Workforce Board Office, 3202
W. University Blvd., in Durant, Oklahoma.

Item No. 1 — Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Tony Simmons at approximately 11:05 a.m. It was noted a
quorum was present. Tony Simmons welcomed everyone.

Those present are as follows:
Tony Simmons, Bryan County Commissioner
Joe McReynolds, Carter County Commissioner
Chris Duroy, Marshall County Commissioner
Jesse Dunlap, Atoka County Commissioner
Jeremy Bullard, Latimer County Commissioner
Tina Foshee-Thomas, McCurtain County Commissioner
Roy Dean Scott, Choctaw County
Kelly Campbell, Coal County Commissioner
Ross Selman, Pittsburg County Commissioner

Members not present:
Jamie Oliver, LeFlore County Commissioner
Mike Niblett, Johnston County Commissioner
Colt Williams, Murray County Commissioner
Stacy Rushing, Love County Commissioner
John Roberts, Pushmataha County Commissioner
Randy Chandler, Garvin County Commissioner
Victor Bolen, Pontotoc County Commissioner

Item No. 2 — Introduction of Guests
Staff/Guest in attendance were:

Kerry Manning, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Karen Davidson, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.



Gail Armstrong, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Beth Parker, Southern Workforce Board, Inc.
Arlinda Darst, Southern Workforce Board, Inc. Vice Chair

Kerry introduced Arlinda and thanked her for being able to attend.
Item No. 3 — Working Lunch
Item No. 4. Discussion/Approval of Minutes

Kerry Manning said the minutes had been emailed out to everyone but had an error on the last
page with the date of approval. A motion was made by Jeremy Bullard and seconded by Chris
Duroy to approve the June 12, 2024, minutes with the correction of the date. The motion passed
unanimously.

Item No. 5 - Discussion/Action Financials as of June 30, 2024

Gail Armstrong explained the first page was a summary page. This was still a preliminary final
report. Total spent to date was 77% of the budget. Direct dollars spent on clients was 76% and
24% was admin. A motion to accept the Financials as presented of June 30, 2024, was made by
Jessie Dunlap and Jeremy Bullard seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Item No. 6 — Discussion/Action on OESC Recommendations

Kerry Manning thanked everyone for being able to attend on such short notice but felt it was
important to meet after the ACCO meeting last week. Kerry Manning explained the State office
is wanting to see change in administrative spending as well as how we can consolidate our areas
and regions within the State. It was important to have a plan of what the LEO’s wanted to do
before she attended the partners meeting tomorrow. Maps of the proposed consolations that
were presented to those at the ACCO meeting were distributed. After some discussion it was
decided that Chris Duroy and Tony Simmons would reach out to the other local areas to see what
they were planning and if they wanted to merge with Southern area. A map was developed
showing what areas and regions they would be interested in merging with Southern. Kerry
Manning explained what the steps would be to complete the consolation. Kerry also told the
group she had a zoom meeting with the other state directors, and she would have a discussion
with the other directors for the 2 areas we were looking at. A motion to consider consolation
was made by Chris Duroy and Ross Selman seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

Item No. 7 — Old Business

Kerry Manning explained at our last meeting the LEQ’s approved the One Stop Operator RFP if
the State approved it. We have received notice from the State office that they will not approve
of Southern being its own One Stop Operator and we would have to go out for proposals again
for another entity to apply.



Kerry Manning reminded everyone our next scheduled meeting was on 9/11 and we would be
electing new officers at that time. It was noted the LEO’s had another meeting scheduled on that
day and would have to reschedule the next meeting.

Item No. 8 — New
None.

Item No. 9 - Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Jeremy Bullard and Ross Selman seconded.

Approved October 9, 2024

Tony Sin{mons, Chairman



